EXERCISE 4-2 Patterns of Development

Write a paragraph modeled on one of the patterns discussed in this section. Some possible
topics—most of which you’ll need to restrict—are listed here.

Examples or illustrations: sexism in a comic strip, ways to include protein in a vegetarian
diet, the benefits of a particular summer job, community services provided by your college,

violence on the six o’clock news, educational software for children

Narration: the active lifestyle of a grandparent, life with an alcoholic, working in an
emergency room, the benefits (or problems) of intercultural dating, growing up in a large
family, the rewards of working in a nursing home, an experience that taught you a les-

son, a turning point in your life

Description: your childhood home, an ethnic neighborhood, a rock concert, a favorite
painting in an art gallery, a garden, a classic car, a hideous building or monument, a
style of dress, a family heirloom (such as a crazy quilt or a collection of Christmas tree

ornaments), a favorite park or retreat

Process: how to repair something, how to develop a successful job interview style, how
to ask someone out on a date, how to practice safe scuba diving, how to build a set for
a play, how to survive in the wilderness, how to train a dog, how to quit smoking, how

to make bread

Comparison and contrast: two neighborhoods, teachers, political candidates, colleges,
products; country living versus city living; the stereotype of a job versus the reality; a

change in attitude toward your family’s religion or ethnic background
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EXERCISE 4-2 Patterns of Development (continued)

Analogy: between a family reunion and a circus, between training for a rigorous sport
and boot camp, between settling an argument and being a courtroom judge, between a

dog-fight and a boxing match, between raising a child and tending a garden

Cause and effect: the effects of water pollution on a particular area, the effects of
divorce on a child, the effects of an illegal drug, why a particular film or television show
is popular, why an area of the country has high unemployment, why early training is

essential for success as a ballet dancer, violinist, or athlete

Classification: types of clothing worn on your college campus, types of people who join
online chat groups, types of dieters, types of television weather reports, types of rock

bands, types of teachers

Definition: an Internet addict, an ideal parent or teacher, an authoritarian personality,
an intellectual, a sexist, anorexia nervosa, a typical heroine in a Harlequin romance, a

typical blind date
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