When to use the -s (or -es) form of a

present-tense verb

Use the -s
Is the verb’s subject he, form (loves,
she, it, or one? YES => has, does,
doesn’t).
NO
Is the subject a singular Use the
noun (such as parent)? YES => -s form.
NO
Is the subject a singular
indefinite pronoun —
anybody, anyone, each,
either, everybody, every- YES => gst% gllje

one, everything, neither,
none, no one, someone, or
something?

NO

!

Use the base
form of the verb (such
as love, have, do,
don’t).

EXCEPTION: Choosing the correct present-tense form of be
(am, is, or are) is not quite so simple. See the chart on the
previous page for both present- and past-tense forms of be.

ESL CAUTION: Do not use the -s form of a verb that follows a
helping verb such as can, must, or should.
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